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Jn  a  province,  if  the  native  that  is  rich  be  admitted  to  power* 
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ing  them*  neither  trull  them  with  power  nor  with  arms. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


H  E  following  letters  were 
written  from  one  friend  to 
another,  at  the  time  when  the  repeal 
of  the  American  ftamp  a6t  was  un¬ 
der  conlideration.  The  two  firft 
were  fhewn  to  l'ome  moll  refpedtable 
perfons  then  in  the  adminiftration  : 
and  were  very  well  received.  But, 
afterwards,  the  mercantile  clamour, 
refpe&ing  the  debts  owing  to  Great 
Britain,  from  America ;  and  the  very 
extraordinary,  and  trimendous  fpeech 
of  the  great  Commoner  of  that  day, 
like  an  irrefiftible  tempeft,  darkened 
the  underftanding  of  the  nation,  con¬ 
founded 
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founded  every  idea  of  public  good  : 
and,  in  the  general  wreck  of  common 
fenfe,  and  common  fafety,  over¬ 
whelmed  the  fortitude  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  were  then  in  power ; 
and  carried  the  whole  weight  of  ad- 
miniftration  along  with  them.  On 
perceiving  this  change,  it  became  al¬ 
together  unneceftary  to  lay  before 
the  fame  gentlemen,  the  reft  of  thefe 
letters. 

They  have  lain  by,  unattended  to, 
ever  ftnce  :  for,  as  the  author  looked 
after  no  other  intereft  than  that 
which  he  ftncerely  apprehended  to  be 
the  true  intereft  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  was  wholly  unambitious  of  ap¬ 
pearing 


[  Si  ] 

pearing  in  print,  he  did  not  attempt 
to  oppofe  the  irrefiftible  torrent  of 
party  prejudice,  and  imbittered  pal- 
lion,  which  then  took  part  with 
America,  againft  the  true  and  moll 
effential  interefts  of  the  mother 
country.  And  becaufe,  in  violent 
irruptions  in  the  body  politic,  as 
well  as  in  the  narural  body,  it  is  fre¬ 
quently  the  beft  method  of  treat¬ 
ment,  not  to  check  the  diforder; 
but,  trufting  to  the  vigorous  {lami¬ 
na  of  the  patient,  let  it  come  to  a 
crifis ;  and  then  effe6t  a  cure,  by 
applying  proper  medicine  in  the  weak 
and  enfeebled  ftate  of  the  difeafe. 


This 
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This  Teems  nearly  to  be  the  Hate 

4. 

of  the  American  eontroverfy  at  pre- 

fent.  That  rapid  and  infatuated  fpi- 

rit,  which  fo  radically  repealed  the 

flamp  aft,  exhaufled  its  main  ftrength 

in  that  one  extraordinary  and  mighty 

effort :  and  in  the  fame  inftant,  the 

*  J 

legiflature  recovered  fo  far  from  the 

m  «•  * 

fhock  it  had  thereby  fuftained,  as 
to  have  fpirit  fufficient  left,  to  affert 
and  declare  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  mother  country  to  tax  her 
colonies. 

% 
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In  conformity  to  this  right,  the 
fame  legiflature  has  enafted  duties 
and  impofts  to  be  paid  in  Nort'i 
America;  and  appointed  officers  to 

co  Heft 
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collet  them.  This  conftitutional 
and  legal  meafure,  to  affert  the  fove- 
reignty  of  Great  Britain  over  her 
colonies,  has  reduced  the  vigour  of 
thofe  colonies  to  maintain  their  right 
of  independency  on  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  :  and  with  an  open  fhew  of  de¬ 
termined  refolution,  to  menace  what 

i 

they  maintain,  Great  Britain  {hall 
fubmit  to. 

In  the  firft  inftance,  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  played  off  the  mercantile  intereft 
of  Great  Britain  upon  her  legifla- 
ture  ;  and  having  the  countenance  of 
the  incorruptible  patriot  of  that  day ; 
who,  bieng  then  out  of  power,  had 
planted  himfelf  in  the  front  of  op- 

;  a  polition, 
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portion,  and  was  ftorming,  with  im¬ 
petuous  violence,  all  the  avenues  to 
the  throne,  in  order  to  feat  himlelf, 
again,  at  the  head  of  affairs.  They, 
by  the  united  affiftance  of  thefe  two 
powerful  allies,  furprifed  the  legifta- 
ture  into  compliance,  and  obtained  a 
victory. 

But  as  this  victory  has  imboldened 
them  to  throw  oft  the  mask,  and  to 
enter  into  a  general  conspiracy,  one 
with  another,  againft  their  mother 
country.  *1  hey  no  longer  pretend 
in  this  fecond  inftance,  to  frighten 

J  O 

the  legiflature  into  compliance  by 
the  threat  that  was  then  held  out,  of 

defrauding  our  merchants  of  the  juft 

\ 

debts 
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debts  they  owe  to  them  :  but,  let¬ 
ting*  that  lie  open,  as  a  felf  evident 
principle,  and  trailing  to  the  aid  of 
the  fame  incorruptible  patriot,  fb 
lately  cloathed  with  power,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  too  recently  throwing  it  up  for 
their  fervice,  under  his  banner.  They 
now  lay  claim  to  independency  upon 
national  principles :  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  have  adopted,  as  nnanfwerable, 
all  the  arguments  of  Sidney,  Lock, 
and  other  venerable  names,  who  have, 
with  the  utmoft  propriety,  exerted 
their  great  abilities  in  eftabliihmg  the 
independency  and  freedom  of  the  mo-- 
trier  country,  again  ft  the  intoller  able 
ftrides  of  royal  prerogative,  under  the 
old  confutation. 
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Altlio  in  this  point  of  view,  the 
colonies  are  become  more  confirmed 
in  their  defection  ;  yet,  in  the  courfe 
of  events,  the  good  underftanding  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  has  had 
time  to  recover  itfelf ;  and  they  are, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  not  only  generally 
convinced  of  the  propriety  and  ne- 
ceflity  of  maintaining  the  fubordina. 
tion  and  fubmiffion  of  the  colonies 
to  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain ; 
but  are  infinitely  better  difpofed  to 
hear  with  an  unimpaflioned  under¬ 
ftanding,  whatever  may  be  offer¬ 
ed  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  the 
mother  country,  and  her  indif- 
penfible  intereft,  dignity,  and  fo- 
vereignty,  in  taxing  and  reigning 


over 
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over  her  colonies.  This,  then,  is  the 
wifhed  for  criiis,  to  apply  the  lalu- 
tary  effeds  of  reafon,  and  argument, 
to  the  publick  political  diforder  in 
this  its  weak  and  enfeebled  ftate. 


With  this  view,  the  author  moll 

a»  «»  •» 

humbly  begs  leave  to  fubmit  the  four 
following  letters  to  the  impartial 
judgment  and  candour  of  the  public. 
In  which,  he  hopes,  it  will  appear,  that 
he  has  ftated  the  argument  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  not 
only  in  a  new  light,  but  in  the  only 
light  in  which  it  ought,  or  can, 
with  propriety,  be  handled :  and 
which  totally  excludes  every  argu¬ 
ment  of  thofe  celebrated  authors, 


t. 
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produced  in  favour  of  America,  when 
America  is  conftdered  in  its  true  and 

%  A  *  , 

natural  ftate,  as  comprehending  only 

the  provinces  of  Great  Britain. 

»  '.*-'*  •#»  •  >  •  »  ^ 

Having  no  private  intereft  to  ferve  ; 
but  having  the  higheft  regard  and 
refped  for  the  intereft  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  as  colonies  and  provinces  of 
Great  Britain  ;  he  ardently  wifhes  to 
fee  the  moft  cordial  harmony  and 
affection  take  place  between  the  mo¬ 
ther  country  and  her  vigorous  off- 
fpring,  upon  a  natural,  folid,  and 
permanent  bafts  of  mutual  intereft 
and  advantage.  If,  therefore,,  any 
better  plan  ftiall  be  adopted,  than 

the  sketch  he  has  here  ventured  to 

fubmit 
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fubmit  to  public  view,  he  will  hear¬ 
tily  rejoice  at  it ;  or,  if  any  part  of 
his  argument  fhall  appear  weak  and 
inconcluiive,  he  will  either  enlarge 
and  llluflrate  it,  or  candidly  own 
and  acknowledge  its  deficiency.  But 
fcurrility  and  abufe  will  neither  con¬ 
vince  him  ;  nor  deferve  his  reply. 


letter  I. 


S  I  R, 

Reat  Britain  is  truly  a  prodigy! 
Vj  In  fpite  of  the  higheft  prerogative, 
and  the  mod:  imperious  defpotifm,  exer- 
cifed  over  the  fouth,  as  well  as  over  the 
north  of  her  iiland,  fhe  has,  in  former  times, 
oppofed  every  danger,  furmounted  every  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and,  with  the  lofs  of  her  beft  blood, 
gloriouily  atchieved  the  free  enjoyment  of 
her  property,  and  the  fullefi:  exertion  of  her 
liberty,  as  circumfcribed  and  limited  by  the 
laws  of  her  own  choice.  Now  that  Hie  is 
fo  amply  poflefled,  and  fecured  of  thofe  mod; 
invaluable  bleflings,  her  property,  liberty, 
and  laws,  as  not  only  Hie  herfelf  in  no  for¬ 
mer  age  ever  experienced,  but  as  no  nation 
«n  earth  now  can,  or  in  any  prior  period  of 

B  existence 


evidence,  through  the  whole  feries  of  ages 
pad,  could  ever  bead  of now  that  die  is 
governed  by  the  bed  of  Kings,  himfelf  a 
lover  of  the  conditution,  and  paffionateiy 
defirous  of  perpetuating  the  liberty,  felicity, 
and  glory  of  his  people  —  now  that  die  nas 
carried  her  commerce  all  over  the  world; 
and  acquired  immortal  glory  by  her  aims  : 
—  now  that  her  apparent  felicity  and  power, 
her  grandeur,  dominion,  and  riches,  actiait 
the  attention  of  all  Europe^  fill  the  nations 
with  envy;  and  fire  their  imperial  monarchs 
with  the  high  ambition  of  emulating  her 
unequalled  fame  — at  this  very  momentous 
point  of  time,  die  is  ready  to  fail  ia to  the 
blacked  contempt,  and  oblivion,  from  the 
bale  degeneracy  of  tier  fons  at  home,  and 
the  unbounded  ambition  of  her  offspring 

abroad. 

Cad  your  eye  back  to  the  fird  edabhfn- 
ment  of  her  American  colonies;  and  irom 
thence  look  progreffiyely  forward  to  the  pre- 
fent  period:  and  you  dyall  not  find  one  in- 
dance  of  conduit  in  the  minidry,  or  legi- 


flature  of  Great  Britain,  tending  towards  the  ■ 
eftabliftunent  of  any  fyftem  of  government, 
natural  and  proper  to  their  fituation  and  con-^ 
dition,  as  provinces.  The  whole  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  men  of  property,  as  well  as  of 
the  minifters  of  Great  Britain,  has  in  ge¬ 
neral  been,  by  dividing  the  people  into  fac¬ 
tions,  and  pradifing  the  grovelling  arts  of 
proftitution  and  cabal,  to  keep  themfelves 
in  poffefiion  when  they  have  had  power  ;  or 
to  pull  down,  and  deftroy  others  who  had 

fuperfeded  tnem. 

The  colonies  thus  left  to  themfelves,  and 
grown  up  into  a  date  of  profperity  under  the 
influence  and  protedicn  of  their  mother 
country,  have,  by  uninterrupted  habit,  come 
to  think  their  corporation  affemblies  to  be 
no  lefs  than  parliaments  ;  and  wich  an  am¬ 
bition  natural  to  man,  viewing  theii  nun. 
bers,  and  the  extent  of  the  country  they 
po fiefs,  they  are  emboldened,  from  the  in¬ 
tended  divifions,  madnefs,  and  lolly  reign¬ 
ing  in  Britain,  to  grafp  at  national  and  in¬ 
dependent  legiflation  and  government.  . 
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This  is  nothing  wonderful  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces.  But,  when  the  danger  is  fo  immi¬ 
nent  j  the  confequences  fo  plain  •  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  intereft  of  Great  Britain  fo  deeply 
concerned,  —  to  fee  her  public  and  private 
councils  fo  divided,  and  contradictory,  about 

what  is  necehary  to  be  done  ;  is  truly  a- 
larming. 

One  gt  eat  man,  delighting  in  hyperboles, 
IS  faid  to  have  afferted  the  right  of  making 
laws  for  preferving  the  fovereignty  of  the 
mother  country  over  the  provinces  •  but  in 
the  fame  breath  to  have  denied  the  power  of 
taxing  them  ;  and  to  have  affirmed,  that, 
were  they  to  iubmit  to  this  tax,  they  would 
bo,  tpfo  j'&LtOy  /laves.  Another  great  man* 
deleting  general  warrants,  yet  fond  of  ex- 
ercifmg  himfelf  upon  the  antiquated  ftilts  of 
prerogative,  is  faid  to  have  denied  the  par¬ 
liament  to  have  any  power  of  taxing*  hut 
that  the  king,  folely,  may  tax  ;  in  virtue  of 
his  fovereignty.  —  I  has  a  plain  matter  is 
perplexed  by  the  authority,  and  ability  of 
thofe  men,  who  ought,  chieflv,  to  illuftrate 

enforce, 
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enforce,  and  confirm  it.  And  the  people, 
on  whofe  union  and  cordiality,  alone,  de¬ 
pends  the  future  profperity,  or  misfortunes 
of  this  nation,  are  mified  j  and  divided  in 
their  fentiments. 

The  firff  great  man’s  argument  is  made 
up  of  a  diredt  contradidion.  For,  without 
a  right  to  tax,  there  can  be  no  fovereignty. 
—  Sovereignty  comprehends  legiflation,  and 
government;  without  which,  it  cannot  exift. 
And  wherever  the  right  of  legiflation  and 
government  is,  there,  alone,  exifts  the  fu- 
preme  right  to  tax.  Wherefore,  to  have  a 
right  to  the  fovereignty,  and  yet  no  right  to 

i 

tax,  is  a  political  abfurdity. 

The  other  great  man,  by  having  recourfe 
to  the  power  of  the  crown,  in  fpight  of  his 
political  averfion  to  general  warrants,  feems 
fo  enamoured  of  royalty,  as  to  have  forgot, 
that  the  luxuriant,  and  defpotic  branches  of 
prerogative,  were  lopp’d  off  by  the  revolu¬ 
tion  ;  and  ingrafted,  not  upon  a  part,  but 

f 

upon  the  whole  united  legidature  of  Great 
Britain.  And  that,  therefore,  whatever  fu~ 
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preme  legiflative  powers  refided  formerly  in 
the  king  alone,  inhere,  and  refide  now,  in 
the  united  will  and  decree  of  the  king,  and 
the  parliament. 

But  the  whole  of  this  argument  is  clearly 
and  demonftratively  obviated,  by  this  ne- 
ceffary,  and  efiential  diftindlion  in  the  fci- 
ence  of  politics  ;  namely,  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  national,  and  provincial  government. 
All  that  the  firft  great  man  alledges  about 
the  rights  of  the  people,  to  be  taxed  with 
their  own  confent,  by  their  reprefentatives 
in  parliament,  is  fitly,  and  properly  find, 
with  refoect  to  national  government:  but 
improperly,  and  abfurdly  faid,  with  refpedt 
to  the  provinces.  Becaufe,  were  Great 
Britain  to  permit  them  to  govern  themfelves 
in  the  fame  manner  that  the  is  governed, 
they  would  naturally,  and  neceffarily  ceaie 
to  be  provinces  ;  and  become,  virtually,  lo 
many  free  and  independent  ftates.  To  con¬ 
tinue  them  as  provinces,  they  mud  remain, 
and  be  kept  obedient  to  the  laws,  and  lcgi- 

flature  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  in  this  way, 

only, 


only,  can  they  be  of  the  higheft  utility, 
and  fervice  to  the  commerce,  power,  and 
grandeur  of  Great  Britain.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  confer  on  their  aflemblies  tne 
rights  of  national  legiflation,  and  to  allow  , 
that  they  cannot  be  taxed,  but  by  their  own 
confent,  as  fignified  by  their  reprefentatives 
in  their  aflemblies ;  they  mull,  being  already 
proprietors  of  the  foil,  r*s  then,  neccffanly, 
poffefled  of  every  qualification  of  fovereign- 
ty  ;  and  in  every  refpeCt,  as  iree  and  inde¬ 
pendent  of  Great  Britain,  as  Giea>.  Britain 
is  now  of  them.  On  the  exigence  of  this 
national  conflitution,  they  will  then,  like 
other  nations,  naturally  confult  their  own 
interefts,  independent  of  their  mother  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  conned  themfclves  with  her,  only 
fo  far  as  that  connection  will  anfwer  theii 
national  purpofes.  Their  having  the  fame 
king  with  us,  at  the  head  of  their  conftitu- 
tion,  will  form  but  a  flight  tye.  For,  his 
oppofition  to  their  meafures,  when  mcon- 
fiftent  with  our  intereft,  will  meet  with  as 

little  refpeft  there,  as  the  operations  of  the 
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Britiih  admin  iftration  would  receive  at 
home,  were  they  conceived  contrary  to  the 
interefts,  and  oppreffive  to  the  rights,  and 
liberties,  of  this  nation.  —  Great  Britain 
might  exert  herfelf  in  fupport  of  what,  in 
that  cafe,  might  be  conceived  to  be  the 
rights  of  the  crown.  But  this  could  only 
produce  a  war.  A  war,  which  might  then 
be  uncertain  as  to  its  confequences ;  and,  in 
any  iffue,  would  only  ferve  to  increafe 
mutual  animofity,  jealoufy,  and  ill  will; 
and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  claims  that 
would  never  be  given  up,  but  with  the 
total  diliomtion  of  the  original  connedlion, 

between  the  mother  country,  and  her  pro¬ 
vinces. 

Fiorn  this  fair  deduction  ot  the  argument 

v  o  y 

the  Angle  queftion  feems  to  be ;  Whether 
Gie.it  Biitain  ought  to  retain  her  provinces 
undei  her  legal  and  parental  fubjedlion  ;  or, 
by  enfranchifing  them,  under  a  like  confti- 
tuticn  with  her  own,  make  them  a  free 
and  independent  nation  ?  T  o  become,  per¬ 
haps,  hoftile  to  herfelf,  with  the  lofs  of  all 

the 
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the  blood  and  treafure  (he  has  lavifhed  in 
their  fervice,  and  all  tliofe  advantages  of 
commerce,  power,  and  dominion,  which 
open  to  her  view,  in  a  long  and  glorious 
profpeft  of  future  felicity.  The  relult  to 
be  given,  abftradted  from  private  intereft, 
and  ambition,  would  not  admit  of  a  mo- 

‘  r 

ment’s  hefitation. 

But  it  is  faid,  that  taxing  the  colonies 
makes  them,  ipfo  faffoy  flaves.  What  a 
profanation  of  language!  Has  not  every  na¬ 
tion  a  right  to  colonize?  —  The  plantation 
of  the  whole  earth  is  a  proof  of  it,  — The 
pradtice  of  all  nations,  ancient,  and  mo¬ 
dern,  confirm  it.  —  Can  fubjedts  of  a  flate, 
tranfplanting  themfelves  voluntarily  ;  con¬ 
tinuing  under  its  influence  and  autho¬ 
rity  y  governed  by  its  laws  ;  and  protected 
by  its  power  :  be  faid  to  be  flaves,  any 
more  than  when  they  were  in  the  boforn  of 
their  mother  country  ?  As  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Great  Britain,  they  were  all  of  them, 
by  the  conflitution  and  the  laws,  protected 

in  their  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  as 
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free  men,  fellow  compatriots,  and  fubjecte 

•  ^  »  -  f 

of  the  fame  fuprenre  le^iftatare;  at  the  time 
hhey  left  their  coufrtry.  *  *  SucR  of-  them  as 

*  r  ,  .  , 

had  real  property  in  it,  were  Fpe  daily  repre- 

■  *  ‘  ■  \  *  •  r  •'  «.  » 

by  their  ronflitaents  in  parliament ; 

•  »  •*  .  * 

*'\  ■  ^  ,t  l  *  ^  4,  .  »  ‘  *  ^ 

'and  fuch  as  had  none,  were  equally  fecured 

*  *  »  +  +  %  *. 

ih  theit  rights  and  liberties',  by  having  the 

«  ^  •  » 

equal  and  full  benefit  of  the  fame  laws  that 
were  made  for  thofe  purpofes,  as  the  pro- 

r>  •*,  fi  J  ’ 

brietors  th'emfelves,  who  were  more  efpe- 

r  « *  >  .  r  T 

daily  reprefented  being  at  the  fame  time 
pofiTefFed  of  full  and  intire  liberty  and  choice 

*'  *  1  -i.1 1  *  .,  *  r>  *  r 

of  Becoming  at  all  tirnts  real  proprietors, 

1  *  ■«  r  *  *  • 

•*  /  *»  %  »  ^  ^ 

whenever  they  Ihould  be  :pofifdfed  of  fub- 
ftance,  or  perfonal  property,  fufficient  to 

effeCt  it  by  purchafe.  Their  incrcafe  of 

“  9  ^  •  •  , 

numbers  fincC,  makes  no  variation.  They 
were  born,  or  they  of  choice  reforted  there, 
all  under  the  fame  predicament  of  being 
fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  ;  protected  by  her 
parliament ;  enjoying  her  laws  ;  and  fub- 
'jed:  to  her  government.  —  Free  to  remain 
in  the  provinces  ;  free  to  return  to  their 

•  f  *»  % 

mother  country.  Wherever  they  are  found, 
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they  are  acknowledged -for  her  foils  j-  as.  be-, 
ing  polfeiled  .of  •  ^11  the  -privileges  of  their 
birtli  right,  Can  fuch  men- as  thefe,  then, 
be  accounted  (laves.?  .  •  ..  .......  . ..  .  • 

i  t  -  •  .  '  t 

But  they  are  proprietors  of  a  diftant  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  their  charters  intitle  them  to  make. 

.  J  7  -  o*  t  ■  >  .  .  ..  . .  j  t  ■  ; 

their  own  laws.  Therefore,  they  are  intitled. 

to  a  feparate  reprefentation,  and  to  tax  them^ 

, 

\rpi  c  *  r  >  *  - 

»  •  *  ‘  .  V.  .*  J  .  *  *  *■  :  J  >’»  t  **  »:  i’i'Jt  tt.'  «.  j  * 

As  a  body  corporate,  under  a  charter,  they. 
maVj  like  other  corporate 

J  ■  *  *  -  '  ■*  -  -  '  -  T  *  I  .  j  •  *  .  *  AS* 

for  their  own  .utility  and  government.  But 
no  royal  charter  can  be  pleaded  in  bar  of 
the  lupreme  fovereignty  of  the  (late,  in  its 
legiflative  capacity.  •  That  would  -be  to  raife 
a  charter  above  an  adt.  of  parliament :  the 

1  *  .  *>T  *  ‘  '  2  ^  •  .  «  j  .  * 

power  of  the  king  above  that  of  the  legiila- 

I*  «  ■»  |  :  «  &  +  *  • 

ture  :  which  would  diflblve-the  cqnftitutipn, 
and*  annihilate  liberty*.  *  \Vhatevei,,*vth?re- 
fore,  the  privileges  may  be,  which  they 
claim  unje^  their  -charters,  the.  power  and. 
right  of  the  legillature,  remains  paramount  - 
over  them,;  .aud..pver  ,,all ,  the.  fubjects  of 

*  .  -.  .  .*  •  i  •  4  j  »  ji  -  >  «•  <■  - 

Great  Britain:  Their  property  in  a  provinpa 
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intitle  them  to  as  little  reprefen tation.  Be- 
caufe  the  province  itfelf  is  virtually,  as  fuch, 
comprehended  in  the  dominion  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  country ;  and  falls  under  the  national 
reprefentation,  iubfifting  in  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament,  at  the  time  of  its  firft  fettlement. 
Wherefore,  I  again  repeat  it,  that  to  tax 
themfelves,  they  may.  For  that  is  agree¬ 
able  to  their  charters,  and  belongs  to  their 
incorporate  and  internal  ilate,  as  a  province. 
But  to  deny  the  right  of  the  mother  country 
to  tax  them,  likevvife,  in  her  fupreme  le- 
giflative  capacity,  is  to  deny  her  fovereignty. 
It  is  to  change  their  political  exiftence  :  and 
in  place  of  fons  and  provinces  of  their  mother 
country,  to  become  aliens  :  and  to  form 
themfelves  into  a  mother  country,  and  an 
independent  nation. 

As  I  have  mentioned  the  diftinftion  be¬ 
tween  national  and  provincial  government. 
Take  here  the  rough  outlines  of  a  provincial 

fyfcem. 

ill.  Fix  the  nature,  power,  and  extent 

f 

of  the  colony  affemblies,  fo,  that  they  may 

ever 
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never  be  mistaken,  hereafter,  for  parlia¬ 
ments  :  but  known  and  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  corporate  bodies,  only,  having 
power  to  propofe  laws  for  the  internal  po¬ 
lice  of  the  colony,  to  be  approved  or  reje&ed 
by  his  Majefty  in  council,  as  ufual ;  and  al¬ 
ways  fubjeft  to  the  revifal  and  alteration  of 
parliament. 

2dlv,  Two  members,  or  one,  tobechofen 
by  each  colony  alfembly ;  who  fhall  have 
feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  not  as  reprefentatives  ■,  becaufe  the 
people  of  North  America,  being  all  fubjects 
of  Great  Britain,  are  already  reprefented; 
but  as  deputies  ;  who  may  attend  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  their  refpe&ive  colonies,  and  give 
fuch  information  to  parliament  as  may  ena¬ 
ble  the  legiflature  to  judge  and  do  what  is 
bed;  for  the  fervice  of  the  faid  colonies,  taken 
along  with  the  general  interefl  of  all  his 
Majefty’s  dominions.  Thefe  members  of 
the  colony  affemblies,  fo  deputed  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  may  have  the  privilege  of  fpeaking 
upon  American  affairs  only,  without  voting 
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»  •  • 

in  the  determination  of  them  ;  or  .'in-  the: 
determination  of  any  other  queftion  ;\vh;at-» 
foever.  This  will,  effectually,  prevent  any_ 
idea  of  reprefentation.  But,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  enable  them  perfectly  .to  execute, 
their  duty  as  deputies,  they  ought  to  have, 
all  the  perfonal  privilege  of .  members  of 
parliament,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  the* 
colonies.  But  no  other  of  the  members,  of 
the  colony  affemhlies  ought  to  have  any! 
fuch  perfonal  privilege  in  their  refp.eCtive. 


colonies. 


*  *  \ 
A  >  *  •< 


^dly.  The  colonies  may  'be  divided  into 

circles,  or  provinces;  fo  that  three:coloni?s> 

may  make  one  circle,  or  province.  . .  : 

4thly,  Governors  may  be.  fo  appointed  .to 

each  circle.  Or  province,  that,  by  refiding 

two  years  in  each  colony,  each  governor  will 

have  paffed  through  the  three  government^ 

of  the  province,  in  .the  fpace  off 'fix  years ; 

after  which,  he  fhall  return  home;'  a'nd  ret 

«  % 

port  to  the  board  of  trade,  his  obfervations 
refpeCfing  the  commerce  of  each  colony  ;*—r 
to  the  fecretary  of  war,  his  obfervations  re? 
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i*~to  the  torch  chancellor,  a  plan  of  the  civil 
police,  and  the  import  of  the  laws  pafled  in 
the  iaffemblies  of  each,  during  his  govern¬ 
ment^- —  and  to  the  fecretaries  of  date,  a 
general  rfepof£  of  all  thefe,  together  with 
fuch  fpecial  obfervations  refpeding  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  difpofition  of  the  people ;  the 
affemblW," and  the  individual  leading  cha¬ 
racters  ini  each  $  at  may  tend  to  the  perfect 
knowledge  and  better  government  of  the 
\vhole.  It  being  always  underdood  that, 
his  Maje'dy  may,  at  pleafure,  remove  thefe 
governors ;  but  not  continue  them  longer 
than  the-  time  alloted  for  performing  the 
courfe  of  their  refpeCtive  circles.  Never- 
thelefs,  after  they  have  returned,  made  their 
reports,  aftd  been  two  years  out  of  their  lad 
governments  ;  they  may,  at  his  Majedy’s 
pleafure,  be 'appointed  to  go  the  courfe  of  a 
new  circle,  or-  province,  as  before.  By  this 
rule,  a  new1  governor  will  be  fent  out  to 
each '-circle,-,  every  two  years  :  and  by  vary¬ 
ing  the  time  for  fending  out  the  governors 

to 
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to  each  circle,  fo,  that  the  governors  for 
different  circles  may  go  out  at  different, 
times,  there  will  be  a  continual  fucceffion 
of  governors  throughout  the  provinces  ;  all 
skilled  in  their  duty,  unable  to  contract  any 
undue  and  foreign  bias,  and  rendered  emu¬ 
lous,  by  the  fwift  courfe  of  their  fucceffion, 
to  excel  one  another  in  the  adminiflration  of 
their  governments  ;  to  the  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion  of  their  fovereign,  and  his  people  in 
the  provinces. 

5thly,  A  certain  number  of  troops  may 
be  annually  alloted  to  each  province,  under 
the  command  of  a  brigadier  general  who 
fhall,  in  confequence  of  his  command,  be 
the  ffift  member  in  the  governors  council. 
This  officer  fhall  correfpond  with  the  fe- 
cretary  of  war,  and  the  fecretary  of  date ; 
perform  his  courfe  of  the  circle  in  the  fpace 
of  three  years  that  is  to  fay,  continue  one 
year  with  the  troops,  under  his  command, 
in  each  colony,  within  his  circle  :  and, 
then,  return  with  them  home,  and  make 

his 
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his  fpecial  report  to  the  fecretary  at  war,  and 
the  fecretary  of  ft  ate. 

In  performing  this  courfe,  it  lhall  be  fo 
ordered,  that  each  governor  fhall  have,  an¬ 
nually,  new  troops,  and  a  new  commanding 
officer,  or  brigadier  general,  for  the  pro- 
tedtion  and  government  of  his  colony.  The 
brigadier  and  forces  of  one  colony,  to  be 
independent  of  the  brigadier,  and  forces  of 
another  colony  j  excepting  when  they  may 
be  lent  by  the  relpedtive  governors,  to  the 
affiltance  of  one  another.  Then  the  fenior 

officer  of  the  firft  rank  to  take  the  command, 

> 

during  that  fervice ;  unlefs  his  Majefty  fhall 
appoint  a  particular  commander  in  chief  for 
any  expedition,  or  for  taking  the  command 
of  all  the  forces  in  any,  or,  in  all  the  circles. 
So  much  for  the  rough  outlines  of  the  civil, 
and  military  provincial  government. 

As  to  religion,  let  it  ft  and  as  it  is.  For 
the  prefent,  of  all  others,  is  not  the  time  for 
clerical  ambition  to  extend  its  fway  over 
North  America. 

As  to  taxes,  whether  the  ftamp  duty  be  a 

D  proper 
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proper  one  or  not,  I  (hall  not  flay  a  moment 
to  enquire.  But,  as  it  has  occafioned,  or, 
rather,  been  a  pretence  for  occafioning  all 
this  rupture,  it  feemed  to  be  the  moft  pro¬ 
per,  and  political  meafure  of  all  others,  to 
take  it  off ;  at  leaft  for  the  prefent.  But, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  taken  off,  an¬ 
other  fhould  have  been  immediately  laid  on, 
were  it  but  to  the  amount  of  a  pound  upon 
each  colony,  to  confirm  the  right  of  the  le- 
giflature :  and  to  prove  that  Great  Britain 
can,  and  will  tax  her  colonies. 

As  to  taxes  in  general,  refpedting  the  co¬ 
lonies.  The  word:  of  all  others,  feem  to  be 
fuch  as  lay  refiiraints  and  fetters  upon  trade. 
It  is  by  trade  only,  that  the  colonies  can 
benefit  their  mother  country ;  and  fupport, 
augment,  and  enrich  themfelves.  There¬ 
fore,  every  channel  fhould  be  perfectly  free 
and  open  to  them,  that  is  not  abfolutely  in- 
confiflent  with  the  police,  and  intereft  of 
the  mother  country.  Foreign  trade,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  where  the  balance  is  in  their  favour ; 
and  where  it  eminently  augments  the  ex- 

*  f 
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ports  of  Great  Britain,  fuch  as  the  trade  to 
South  America,  and  all  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  fliould  be  intirely  unfettered  from 
prohibitions,  taxes  and  reftraints.  For  this 
reafon,  the  impediments  latterly  thrown 
upon  this  trade,  by  Britifh  guard  fhips.  See. 
appear  to  be  fo  many  prodigies  in  politics. 
It  was  not  certainly  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  to  become  guar  da  cojias  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards  and  French.  If  the  North  Americans, 
and  our  iflanders,  thought  proper  to  contra¬ 
vene  the  municipal  laws  of  the  Spaniards 
and  the  French,  they  did  it  as  individuals, 
and  at  their  own  rifque.  Our  government 

f  I 

was  not  concerned  with  it ;  nor  accountable 
for  its  confequences.  The  advantages  to 
North  America,  and  Great  Britain,  were 
obvious.  And  thefe  advantages  might  have 
been  a  fufficient  reafon,  at  leaft,  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  have  been  paftive.  Trade  pro- 
duces  riches ;  riches  center  in  the  purchafe 
of  property,  or  land,  wherever  it  can  be 
found.  Property,  therefore,  is  the  grand 
and  proper  objeSI  of  taxation.  In  taxing 

D  2  pro- 
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property,  it  is  the  rich  only  that  feel  it ; 

and  they  only  ought  to  feel  it ;  becaufe  they 

are  able  to  bear  it.  But  by  taxing  trade,  it 

hampers,  confines,  and  deadens  thofe,  who 

have  the  free  and  noble  genius  of  enter- 

prize,  and  adventure ;  and  are  looking  after 

riches  but  have  not  obtained  them.  The 

poor,  therefore,  in  this  cafe,  are  thofe  only 

who  feel  its  effedts ;  and  they  ought  not  to 

feel  them ;  becaufe  thev  are  not  able  to  bear 

* 

them.  Had,  therefore,  the  property  of 
North  America  been  taxed,  in  place  of  its 
trade,  the  proprietors  had  been  better  able 
to  have  borne  it,  and  the  poorer  people  not 
feeling  it,  would  never  once  have  thought 
of  the  outrages  they  have  already  com¬ 
mitted. 

Would  the  demon  fpirit  of  faction  but 
ceafe ;  and  all  the  little  interefted  private 
parties  coincide  in  the  fame  national  and 
public  view,  of  aiding  and  fupporting  the 
government  in  what  is  neceflary  to  be  done, 
this  high  humour  of  the  North  Americans 
might  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  happieft 

incidents 


incidents  that  could  have  fallen  out.  As  it 
has  opened  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  and  gives 
an  opportunity  to  the  legiflature,  while  it  is 
not  yet  too  late,  to  new  model  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  North  America,  upon  a  plan  of  li¬ 
berty  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  colonies,  and 
the  dominion  of  the  mother  country.  But, 
the  prelent  divided  Hate  of  the  nation  .  the 
eager  purfuits  of  individuals  after  illimitable 
power  i  and  what  feems  as  much  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended,  the  private  and  temporary  mer¬ 
cantile  interests  of  particular  men,  may  take 
off  from  that  fleadinefs  and  firmnefs  that  is 
requifite  in  the  government,  for  conducing 
the  meafures  that  are  necelfary  to  obtain  the 
grand  objedt  that  lies  before  them.  An  ob¬ 
ject,  that  refpedts  futurity  infinitely  more 
than  the  profits  and  advantages  of  any  fet 
of  men,  for  the  prefent  moment.  To  fuc- 
ceed  well  in  this  great  work,  it  requires  all 
the  wifdom  of  ancient  Athens  j  and  all  the 
magnanimity,  courage,  and  inflexible  re- 
folution  of  ancient  Rome.  Since  the  fmallefl: 

deviation  from  the  grand  point  to  feive 

particular 
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particular  purpofes,  or  to  cover  the  dan¬ 
ger  with  temporary  expedients,  may  ruin 
all. 


# 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
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letter  II. 


S  I  R, 

I  Hope  the  refolution  taken  to  repeal  the 
damp  ad,  is  preparatory  to  the  laying 
on  fonie  light  duty  in  its  place  ;  in  order  to 
afcertain  the  right  of  legiflation  in  the 
Britifh  parliament ;  remove  all  doubts  in 
North  America,  on  that  head;  procure  the 
immediate  compliance  and  fubmiffion  of 
the  people  there :  and  pradically  fix  the 
meafure  of  their  duty  and  obedience  in  all 
time  coming.  The  honour  of  parliament, 
nor  the  honour  of  the  nation,  feem  not,  in 
the  remoteft  degree,  to  be  affeded  by  the 

repeal  of  the  {lamp  ad  :  provided  that  any 

other 
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other  duty,  however  fmall,  be  immediately 
impofed.  But  to  repeal  the  flamp  adl,  and 
lay  on  no  duty  by  the  diredt  authority  of 
parliament or,  to  lay  on  a  duty,  and  refer 
the  mode  and  manner  of  afleflment,  or  the 
levying  of  it,  to  American  affemblies ;  in 
either  of  thefe  cafes,  it  appears  to  be  clear 
as  any  mathematical  demonftration,  that, 
not  only  the  honour  of  parliament,  but  the 
mod:  important  interefl  of  Great  Britain, 
will  be  highly  injured,  in  point  of  national 
commerce,  dominion,  legiflation,  and  power. 
Not  only  now,  but  throughout  the  whole 
future  period  of  their  exigence. 

The  repeal  of  the  ftamp  adt,  is  to  re¬ 
move  the  real,  or  imaginary  grievances  of 
our  brethren  of  America and  to  footh  their 
paffions  and  prejudices. — To  lay  on  a  new 
duty,  however  fmall,  is  to  eftablifh  and 
perpetuate  the  legiflation  of  Great  Britain 
over  her  provinces.  Both  thefe  were,  cer¬ 
tainly,  fit,  and  expedient  to  be  done. 

But  to  lay  on  no  duty,  is  to  give  up  the 
point  in  queftion,  and  to  rivet  the  Americans 

in 
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in  their  opinion  of  independency  on  the  le- 
giflature  of  Great  Britain.  And  to  lay  on  a 
tax,  and  leave  it  to  themfelves  to  levy  it,  in 
their  affemblies,  is  to  give  them  a  firmer 
bottom  of  independency  than  what  they  now 
Hand  upon.  For  they  will  plead  this  as  a 
national  concefiion,  and  affirm  that,  though 
the  parliament  may  tax,  yet  they,  alone, 
can  levy  the  tax  impofed.  And  it  being 
thus  left  to  them  to  levy  what  the  parlia¬ 
ment  mav  tax,  it  will  amount  to  the  fame 
thing  as  if  they  had  been  allowed  to  tax 
themfelves.  Becaufe  they  will  only  levy 
what  they  think  proper  :  and  in  place  of 
complying  with  the  tax,  impofed  upon  them, 
it  may,  naturally,  be  expected  that,  they 
will  remonftrate,  that  they  can  only  levy 
fuch  a  part  of  it  j  or  that  they  cannot  levy 
it  at  all.  Whatever  thefe  affemblies  fhall  do 
in  this  refpeft,  popular  opinion  and  popular 
force  will  fupport  them  in  it.  And  it  will 
be  as  difficult  then,  to  reduce  them  to  com¬ 
pliance,  as  it  appeared  in  the  cafe  of  the 
fiamn  aft.  On  fuch  an  event,  fhould  the 
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parliament  refume  their  operative  capacity, 

by  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  tax 

fhall  be  levied  and  enforcing  the  levying  of 

it :  the  Americans  will  then  rend  heaven 
* 

»  '  •  ■  ;  w,.  .  ;  1 

and  earth  with  their  appeals  for  juftice ;  and 

-  ■  ••  r  f  iw 

complain,  that  the  parliament  have  affumed 
a  power  that  does  not  belong  to  them  ;  a 
power  inherent  in  the  delagates  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  acknowledged  as  fuch,  by  the  le- 

.  —  -  i 

giflature  of  Great  Britain,  on  fettling,  at  this 
time,  the  model  of  taxation.  This  circum- 
ftance  would  naturally  invigorate  the  fpirit 
of  fedition  }  and  render  them,  even  far  more 
,  untractable,  than  what  they  may  be  prefum¬ 
ed  to  be  at  prefent. 

But,  fuppofing  the  moft  favourable  cafe  to 
happen ;  that  is,  that  they  will  give  ready 
compliance  to  the  decrees  of  parliament ; 
and  punctually  levy  iuch  moderate  duties  as 
may  be.  now,  and  lor  fometime,  hereafter, 

4  -  ,  * 

laid  upon  them:  yet,  who  can  be  fo  impro¬ 
vident  as.  not  to  forefee,  that,  the  means 
and  the  opportunity  of  exerting  themfelves 

in  this  way,  are  at  all  times  open  to  them : 

and, 


and,  that,  if  they  (hall  yield  compliance 
for  the  prefent,  it  will  be  only  to  improve 
with  greater  certainty  and  fecurity,  the  ad¬ 
vantage  which  this  conceffion  will  give 
them,  by  laying  hold  on  fome  future  time 
to  eftablifh  their  independency;  when  either 
the  increafe  of  their  numbers  and  riches, 
lhall  impel  them  to  fliake  off  their  mother 

country;  or,  when  that  country,  preffed  by 
*  * 

the  exigency  of  her  affairs,  or  attentive  to 
her  commercial  interefts,  fhall  lay  on  any 
additional  tax,  or  direft  their  trade  in  fuch 
channels  as,  however  beneficial  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  good,  may  be  conceived  by  them  to 
be  lefs  commodious  to  their  particular  views, 
than  what  they  could  wifh  for.  So  that  the 
utmoft  merit  of  this  meafure,  feems  to  be 
that  of  a  temporary  expedient,  to  ward  off 

the  evil  hour  to  a  future  day. 

In  fhort,  it  is  not  the  opprefiion  of  the 
{lamp  aft,  confidered  as  a  tax,  that  has  fo 
highly  animated  the  commotions  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  \  it  is  clearly  the  fpirit  of  independency. 
It  is  the.  defire  of  managing  their  own  af- 

E  2  to 
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fairs  more  to  their  own  advantage,  than  what 
they  think  can  be  accompiifhed,  under  the 
government  and  fubjedion  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  the  high  and  imperious  ambition  of 
being  themfelves,  a  nation  of  independent 
dates  j  the  accomplishment  of  which  is  fatal 
to  the  profperity  of  Great  Britain.  This 
brings  us  back  to  the  Single  objed  in  view; 
that  is,  how  this  may  be  prevented. 

The  repeal  of  the  damp  ad:  is  a  proper 
facrifice  to  their  prefent  humour.  To  lay 
on,  immediately,  a  freSh  duty,  however 
Small,  is  neceffary  to  maintain  the  honour  of 
parliament,  and  the  right  and  authority  of 
national  legislation.  But  to  me  it  is  evident 
that  both  the  one  and  the  other  will  be  alto¬ 
gether  insufficient,  unlefs  that  a  proper  Sy¬ 
stem  of  provincial  government  be  establish¬ 
ed.  - 

neceSTary  difference  between  national,  and 
provincial  legislation  and  government,  feems 
to  me,  to  have  been  the  principle  caufe  of 
the  difference  in  opinion,  about  the  right  of 
British  legislation  in  America.  For,  if  it 

had 


The  not  adverting  to  the  natural  and 


had  been  once  clearly  underftood  that,  for 
the  Americans  to  tax  themfelves,  and  to 
have  reprefentatives,  as  in  Great  Britain, 
would  be  to  lofe  them,  and  make  them  in¬ 
dependent  of  Great  Britain ;  perhaps,  ad- 
verfe  to  her ;  nobody  would  have  been 
found  on  your  fide  of  the  water  *,  at  leaft, 
to  oppofe  the  juftice  of  their  being  taxed 
and  governed  by  the  Britifh  parliament;  or 
to  think,  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  were,  for  this  reafon,  in  any 
danger  ;  or,  that  the  condition  of  the  North 
Americans  would  be  that  of  Haves.  On  the 
contrary,  it  muft  have  appeared,  that  the 
true  intereft  and  majefty  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  were  eminently  concerned  in 
fupporting  fuch  meafures,  as  were  neceftary 
to  accomplith  this  end.  It  would  have  like- 
wife  appeared,  on  difpaffionately  confidering 
the  intimate  connection  and  mutual  intereft 
between  the  mother  country  and  her  colo¬ 
nies,  that  they  never  can  be  in  danger  of 

*  The  author  wrote  from  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  to 
his  friend  at  London. 
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f]  a  very  or  oppreffion  :  for,  whatever  effen- 
tially  injures  them,  muft  neceffarily  hurt 

I  | 

and  injure  the  mother  country;  and  although 
they  may  fufFer  a  temporary  inconveniency, 
by  any  inadvertent,  or  mifconceived  law, 
paded  in  parliament ;  it  is  impoffible  that 
it  can  remain  longer  unredreffed,  than  the 
moment  that  it  is  clearly  difcovered  and 
made  known  to  be  fuch ;  while  the  mother 
country  retains  any  fenfe  of  what  is  her  own 
intereft. 


1  am.  Sir,  &c< 


K 


LETTER 


S  I  R, 

Have,  with  avidity,  fought  after  every 
argument  in  fupport  of  that  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  pofitionj  that  the  legiilature  of 
Great  Britain  have  no  right  to  tax  the 
Americans :  and  I  moft  fincerely  own  to 
you,  that  all  I  have  met  with,  is  bold  afler- 
tion  j  and  even  that  alfertion  contradictory 
in  itfelf. 

If  the  leffiflature  of  Great  Britain  have  no 

o 

•  .  v 

right  to  put  their  hands  into  the  purfes  of 
America  ;  what  poffible  right  can  they  have 
to  bind  her  by  the  laws  refpedting  external 
commerce,  in  all  its  branches  ?  If,  by  tax¬ 
ing  them,  as  it  is  alledged,  it  depends  upon 

the 
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the  breath  of  a  Britifh  parliament,  whether 
or  not  there  is  a  penny  of  property  in 
America  :  does  not  this  penny  of  property 
equally  depend  upon  the  breath  of  that  par¬ 
liament,  when  they  can,  by  right,  as  is 
confefied,  regulate  their  external  commerce 
in  all  its  branches,  upon  which,  folely,  this 
penny  of  property  depends  for  its  exiftance? 
Is  it  not  the  fame  thing  to  me,  whether  you 
reftrain  me  from  earning  a  penny  ;  or,  take 
the  penny  from  me,  after  I  have  earned  it  ? 
Should  it  be  alledged  that,  in  retraining 
their  trade.  Great  Britain  will  have  an  unit¬ 
ed  confideration  of  their  intereft,  along  with 
her  own.  This  reply  will  be  good  and  con- 
cluilve.  But,  the  fame  reply  will  likewife 
anfwer,  with  refpedl  to  internal  taxation. 
For,  if  the  legiflature  leaves  them  not  a  penny 
of  property ;  or,  in  other  words,  oppreiles 
them  with  taxes  j  they  cannot  carry  on  com¬ 
merce,  and  fhe  mud  fuffer  along  with  them. 
In  lhort,  the  reft  of  the  world  are  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  commerce,  and  are  fuch  formida¬ 
ble  rivals  of  Great  Britain,  that  her  laft  and 

ultimate 


ultimate  hope  is,  in  the  commerce  of  her 
colonies,  ‘  and  her  trade  with  them.  This 
circumftance  I  hold  to  be  undeniable.  And 
in  this  view,  the  profperity,  or,  adverfity  of 
the  colonies,  is  the  profperity,  or,  adverfity 
of  Great  Britain.  She  cannot,  therefore, 
opprefs  and  injure  them,  without  immedi¬ 
ately  and  neceflarily  feeling  it  herfeif :  and 
this  is  their  fecurity,  and  the  beft  fecurity 
in  the  world,  of  being  always  free  and  al¬ 
ways  flourifhing,  under  her  fovereignty  and 

government. 

o 

It  is  not  fo,  if  you  will  confider  Great 
Britain  as  dependent  upon  her  provinces; 
or,  which  is  the  fame  thing  in  the  pi  cfem 
queftion,  them  as  independent  of  her,  by 
being  allowed  the  fupreme  fovereignty  and 
government  of  themielves,  in  having  an  ex- 
cluhve  right  of  taxation.  The  reafon  is 
fimple  and  plain.  The  profperity,  or  aaver- 
fity  of  Great  Britain,  is  not,  neceflarily,  the 
profperity  or  adverfity  of  toe  colonics. 

For,  in  the  firft  place,  the  property  of 


Great  Britain  requires,  that  the  commctce 
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of*  the  colonies  may  be  caft  into  certain  chart- 
fiels,  and  buffer  certain  reftridtions  and  limi¬ 
tations  ;  which,  were  the  intereft  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  the  foie  object,  would  appear  highly 
prejudicial  to  them.  The  intereft  of  Great 
Britain  may,  likewife,  require  aids  by  tax¬ 
ation,  when  the  colonies  ftiall  be  rich  and 
affluent;  and,  therefore,  able  to  afford  them; 
in  order  to  enable  her  to  fupport  the  expence 
of  government  in  the  time  of  peace;  eafe  the 
incumbrances  of  her  public  debt ;  or,  de¬ 
fray  the  charges  of  a  public  war.  But  none 
of  thefe,  the  colonies  being  judges,  can  be 
conhdered  as  their  intereft. ;  nor,  being  left 
to  their  free  choice  to  raife,  will  ever  be 
agreed  to,  or  accompliftied  :  fo  that,  in  this 
refpeX,  the  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  adverfity  of  the  colonies.  ■ 
In  the  next  place,  the  adverfity  of  Great 
Britain  is  not,  neceffarily,  the  adverfity  of 
the  colonies.  Loaded  with  a  national  debt ; 
burthened  with  the  foie  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  all  the  expences  incident  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  political  connexions,  in  fupportirig 

■  •  "  •  •  and 
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and  maintaining  her  power,  influence  and 
authority,  in  the  general  fydem  of  Europe  ; 
that  debt  increafed  :  her  ftrength  and  ability 
exhauded  in  the  courfe  of  future  wars ;  her 
inteftine  divifions  and  factions,  kept  up  and 
drengthened  in  their  hatred  of,  and  oppofl- 
tion  to,  one  another ;  all  thefe  might  reduce 
Great  Britain  to  the  laft  extremity  of  debi¬ 
lity  and  wretchednefs,  without  having  any 
other  effect  upon  the  colonies,  under 
the  fuppofltion,  that  they  had  an  inde- 

I 

pendent  right  of  legiflation,  to  tax  and 
burthen  themfelves  as  they  thought  pro¬ 
per,  than  that  of  giving  them  a  nearer 
profpedt  of  riflng  upon  her  ruins  ;  and  after 
having  been  reared  into  maturity  at  the 
boundlefs  expence  of  her  bed  blood  and 
treat ure,  to  fpurn  and  reject  her  in  her  date 
of  defolation ;  and  fpringing  frefh,  young, 
and  vigorous,  into  a  reign  of  abfolute  inde¬ 
pendent  and  national  government ;  dart  for 
the  prize  of  pre-eminence,  with  all  the  other 
powers  of  the  earth.  In  this  view  the  deep¬ 
ed  adverfity  of  Great  Britain  would  appear 
► 
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only  conducive  to  the  higheft  profpcrity  of 
the  colonies. 

I,  therefore,  conclude,  that  the  profpe- 
rity,  or,  adverfity  of  the  colonies,  being  the 
profperity  or  adverfity  of  Great  Britain,  the 
right  of  fovereignty,  as  including  taxation, 
ought  to  remain  indiffoluble  in  the  legislature 
of  Great  Britain,  over  the  provinces  :  and 
that  the  profperity  and  adverfity  of  Great 
Britain,  not  being  the  profperity  or  adver¬ 
sity  of  the  colonies  ;  the  power  or  privilege 
of  exclufive  and  independent  taxation,  ought 
never  to  be  given  to,  or  intruded  with  the 
provinces. 


I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
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S  I  R, 

TAKE  here  another  view  of  this  argu¬ 
ment. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  focial  compact, 
and  the  fovereign  right  of  the  people.  —  In 
an  abfixaft,  moral  view ;  all  men  are  alike. 
All  men  have  a  right  to  liberty,  freedom, 
independency  :  none  to  pre-eminence  j  but 
what  they  may  derive  from  others,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  wifdom,  heroifm,  benevolence, 
&c.  And  all  this  includes  the  intereft  and 
fervice  of  the  people.  —  But,  look  over  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  find  out  this  focial 
compaft  ?  Examine  the  rights,  and  fove- 
reignty  of  the  people.  Where  do  they  exifll 

How 


(  3?  ) 

How  did  they  begin  ?  Upon  what  are  they 
founded  ? 

The  people  of  the  ead,  compared  to  whom 
we  in  Europe,  are  but  a  handful  of  men, 
have  the  fame  rights  and  privileges,  the 
fame  title  to  liberty,  freedom,  and  indepen¬ 
dency,  as  men,  that  we  have.  Where  is 
their  focial  compad?  Where  their  fovereign- 
ty  ?  They  are  as  the  beads  of  the  field,  the 
property  of  their  mailers,  the  Iheep  of  his 
pallures.  —  The  people  of  Europe,  com¬ 
pared  to  whom  we  in  Britain  bear  as  little 
proportion.  Where  is  their  magna  charta  ? 
Their  habeas  corpus  ?  Their  juries?  Their 
parliaments  ?  Their  reprefen tatives  ?  Their 
exclufive  right  of  being  taxed  by  their  re- 
prefentatives  only  ?  They  are  the  humble 
and  obedient  lubjeds  and  vaflals  of  their  re~ 
fpedive  fovereigns  and  lords  who  think 
for  them,  and  ad  for  them  ;  and  demand, 
and  receive  an  implicit  fubmiffion.  Even 
we,  comparing  ourfelves  with  our  forefa¬ 
thers,  what  figure  did  the  focial  compad, 
and  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  make  in 

Great 


( 

Great  Britain,  from  the  a;ra  of  the  Norman 
prince,  down  to  the  happy  revolution  ?  In 
the  firft  part  of  that  asra,  no  regard  whatfo- 
ever  was  paid  to  them  ;  and  they  never  af¬ 
terwards  exifted  with  any  fixed,  certain, 
and  eflablifhed  authority. — The  firm,  clear, 
and  indifputed  eflablifhment  of  the  focial 
compact,  is,  even  with  us,  but  of  yeflerday. 
To  talk,  therefore,  in  the  abflrad,  of  the 
focial  compad  and  the  fovereignty  of  the 
people ;  and  to  apply  it  equally,  and  in  all 
circumflances,  to  every  country;  and  to 
every  order,  and  fituation  of  men  belonging 
to  the  fame  country,  fo  as  to  give  each  an 
equal  degree  of  liberty  and  independency ;  is 
to  deceive  ourfelves,  and  amufe  and  miflead 
others. 

tainty  upon  this,  as  upon  every  other  fub- 
jed,  we  muft  follow  nature ;  and  this  brings 
ws  clofe  to  our  fubjed. 

The  people  of  the  eafl  are  Haves,  not  be- 
caufe  they  have  not  a  moral  right  to  be  free; 
but,  becaufe  they  are  without  the  means,  or 
the  natural  right  of  being  fo;  as  not  being 

1  ’  "  ‘  '•  poffeffed 
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poftefied  of  property.  The  prince  is  fove- 

reign  of  the  foil,  and  feeds  his  army,  which 
commands  his  people  to  obey  his  will.  The 
Intereft  of  the  prince  is,  therefore,  the  foie 
objedf  of  the  government :  and  the  capital 

f 

part  of  that  intereft,  is  to  maintain  his  pro¬ 
perty  inviolable  upon  which  depends  his 
power.  —  The  countries  of  Europe  have 
had  a  more  enlarged  and  generous  divifton, 
as  comprehending,  in  every  region,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  proprietors,  along  with  the  fovereign. 
They  are  the  nobility  of  its  refpeeftive  king¬ 
doms  ;  and  their  intereft,  along  with  that  of 
the  fovereisrn,  becomes  the  capital  object  of 
policy,  in  the  ftate.  Here,  as  the  intereft  is 
more  enlarged  and  divided,  the  laws  become 
more  equal,  generous,  and  comprehensive  j 
and  of  courfe,  the  people  more  free  and 
happy. — Great  Britain,  alone,  ofalltheie 
kingdoms,  has  had  the  happinefs,  in  the 
courfe  of  accidents  and  events,  to  have  hei 
property  diffufed  among  her  people  at  large  ; 
and  hence,  alone,  not  from  any  ideal  focial 

compact,  file  derives  her  folid  right  to  a 

’  1 "  more 


more  enlarged,  equitable,  and  popular  go¬ 
vernment,  than  other  kingdoms  whofe  pro¬ 
perty  is  more  confined. 

\  • 

Upon  this  firm  and  fubftantial  natural 
right,  the  right  or  property,  the  people 
claim,  with  propriety,  juftice,  and  efficacy, 
all  the  moral  rights  and  privileges,  which 
they  are  in  titled  to  as  men  ;  that  is,  free¬ 
dom  and  liberty,  as  regulated  by  laws, 
made  for  their  own  intereft ;  and  with  their 
own  confent;  and  not  by  the  will  and  plea- 
fure  of  one,  or  oi  a  few  men.  —  Idere,  then, 
is  the  bottom  to  reft  upon  :  and  this  is  the 
true  foundation  of  their  locial  compact  and 
overeignty. 

This  is  at  prefent,  and  has  been  for  fome- 
time,  the  happy  fituation  of  Great  Britain. 
The  legiflature,  confifting  of  king,  lords, 
and  a  reprefentation  of  the  people,  or  com¬ 
mons,  conftitute  her  fupreme  and  abfolute 
Sovereignty;  and  the  people,  as  their  fu¬ 
preme  privilege,  have  an  exclufive  right,  by 
their  reprefentatives,  to  tax  themfelves.  This 
right  of  exclufive  taxation  is  the  palladium 

G  of 


» 


» 

i 


fc>.-S2 


A,  2 


) 


of  their  liberty  and  independency.  For, 
without  it,  they  might  be  flripped  of  their 
property,  which,  as  already  obferved,  is  the 
foundation  of  their  power,  and  the  natural 

caufe  of  their  freedom. 

Now,  the  fame  caufes  will  always  pro¬ 
duce  the  fame  elfeds.  If,  therefore,  the 
colonies,  pof'ejfed  as  they  are  of  the  property 
of  a  diftant  country ,  be  likewife  invefted  with 
this  ex  cl i fve  right  of  taxing  thenf elves  ■,  they 
will,  fj  rom  that  circumftance,  be  effectually 
and  neceffarily  as  independent  of  the  legx- 
flature  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  are,  by  virtue  of  this  right,  of 
the  king,  and  the  nobility  ;  that  is,  they 
will  be  under  a  national,  not  a  provincial 
government ;  and,  therefore,  unconnected 

O 

with,  and  independent  of  Great  Britain. 
Nor  will  the  legiflature  of  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  have  any  more  right  to  raife  any  tax, 
fupply,  or  affiftance,  from  them  j  than  they, 
to  raife  the  like  from  her.  Tins  in  a.  pnuo- 
fophical  view,  as  a  citizen  ot  the  w o ;  m .  and 

having  an  indifferent  regard  for  ad,  is  .ci) 

kind 


kind  and  generous  towards  America  ;  but,  in. 
a  political  view,  as  refpe&ing  the  mother 
country,  moft  ruinous  and  deftru&ive :  and 
however  much  obliged  the  people  of  North 
America  may  be  by  fuch  an  inftitution  ;  the 
good  people  of  Great  Britain  will,  to  then- 
fatal  experience  and  ruin,  have  little  lealon 

to  applaud  it  in  the  iffiie. 

This  leads  us  to  provincial  government. 
Whether  the  ftate  be  an  abfolute,  or  free 
government  ?  This  truth  is  verified  in  fad, 

O  _  . 

as  well  as  clear  in  its  own  nature.  Tnat  hei 
provinces  muft  necelfarily  be  kept  fubjed 
and  obedient  to  her  fupreme  will  and  legi- 
flation,  in  every  thing;  or,  they  will  become 
independent  and  loft,  to  the  fovereign  co nu¬ 
tty.  As  to  the  nature  of  this  truth,  it  has 
been  formerly,  as  well  as  now,  fufficiently 
fpoke  to  ;  and,  as  to  the  fact,  ancient  Rome 
is  the  faireft  pattern  of  antiquity  to  appeal 
to.  She  had  many  provinces,  endowed  witn 
various  degrees  of  freedom  and  privilege, 

according  to  the  circumftances,  difpofitions, 

j  *  c  ft, A  •  Hot  tins  was  an 

and  merit  oi  me  peopm  ,  o - 
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invariable  and  univcrfal  maxim  of  condud 
towards  them  all ,  that  the  taxes,  or  con¬ 
tributions  levied  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  good  of  the  whole,  as  com¬ 
prehended  in  that  of  the  fovereign  country, 
were  conftantly  impofed  by  the  authority] 
and  levied  by  the  power  of  the  republic. 
Throughout  all  antiquity,  and  in  the  whole 
current  of  modern  experience  ;  there  is  not 
one  mflance  to  be  produced  to  the  contrary 
of  this  dodrine,  and  this  fad. 

But  here,  again,  the  focial  compad  comes 
acrofs  us  —  The  liberties  of  America  are  to 
be  as  tenderly  regarded,  as  thofe  of  Great 
Bntain  -  Who  can  love  liberty  in  the  mo¬ 
ther  !  and  not  with  to  lee  America  and  every 
child  of  Britain  free  ?  This  is  flowery  and 
pathetic  :  but,  it  is  talking  to  the  paflions, 
not  to  the  under/landing ;  theoretically,  not 
pradically  ;  viflonary,  not  naturally.  Who, 
that  is  a  philofopher  and  a  perfed  citizen  of 
the  world,  but  would  with  to  fee  liberty  and 
happinefs  diffufed  throughout  the  whole 
globe,  in  as  great  a  meafure,  and  to  as  ln>h 

O 
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a  degree,  as  in  Britain  ;  or,  in  any  other 
country,  pofleffed  of  thofe  invaluable  blef- 
fings.  A  philofopher,  emitting  fuch  fublime 
emanations  of  benevolence  in  his  ideal  fy- 
ftem  of  equal  and  univerfal  felicity  ;  would 

meet,  undoubtedly,  with  our  applaufe.  But, 

were  this  gentleman,  in  carrying  his  theory 
into  practice,  to  attempt  to  make  any  num¬ 
ber  of  the  fubjedts  of  the  ffate  independent 
of  it,  and  fupport  them  in  their  claim  of  a 
feparate,  free,  and  abfolute  will  and  choice, 
as  to  what  they  fhould  pay  towards  its  fer- 
vice :  we  could  not,  in  the  tendered:  point 
of  view,  but  confider  him  as  having  deviated 
from  hxs  duty  to  his  country.  Or,  were 
this  philofopher  to  promote  the  intereds  of 
France,  by  enlarging  the  freedom  of  her 
people,  extending  her  trade,  and  exalting 
her  maritime  power  ;  howfoever  confident 
this  might  be,  in  his  general  fydem  of  be¬ 
nevolence,  by  giving  freedom  to  the  op- 
prelfed,  bread  to  the  indudrious,  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  reign  of  liberty  further  upon 
the  iace  of  the  earth,  no  doubt  would  re¬ 


main 
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main  in  Britain  ;  but  that  he,  as  a  Britort, 
was  an  enemy  to  his  country.  The  facul¬ 
ties  and  powers  of  man  are  very  limited. 
Tliefe  vaft  ideas  of  diffufing  univerfal  liber¬ 
ty  and  happinefs  to  all  the  fpecies  5  or,  of 
making  all  men  in  the  fame  date,  however 
different  their  circumffances  and  fituations 
may  be,  equally  free?  and  equally  remote 
from  injury  and  opprefdon;  are  beautiful  in 
the  abftrad,  but  impracticable  in  real  life. 
That  man  is  happy  !  who  C3n  ferve  his 
country,  without  being  the  benefaftor'  of 
mankind.  And  he,  likewiie,  would  be 
truly  happy,  who  could  plant  and  rear  to 
perfection,  the  bleffings  of  liberty,  juftice, 
and  equitable  government,  in  every  branch 
of  the  dominions  he  is  a  member  of,  as  far 

f  ’  ' 

as  each  is  able  to  bear  it ;  and  as  far  as  is 

confident  with  the  general  filtered;  although 

he  fliould  not  be  able  to  fix  it  in  an  equal 

degree,  in  every  part.  The  incoherence  and 

feemmg  oppofition  of  tne  paiis,  in  a  dee 

fydern  of  government,  are,  in  the  date,  fixe 

the  difcords  known  in  mufic  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever 
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ever  difagreeable  in  themfelves,  are  highly 
conducive  to  the  general  harmony,  when 
properly  introduced  into  a  grand  compo- 
fition. 

Let  us  leave  the  aerial  regions  of  imagi¬ 
nation  and  paffion ;  and  follow,  for  a  while, 
the  plain  road  of  nature  and  common  fenfe. 

A  muffulinan,  is  at  the  will  of  his  fove- 
reign  ;  becaufe  his  iovereign  poffeiles  the 
property  of  the  country,  which  feeds  his 
army,  that  controuls  his  people.  His  moral 
and  theoretical  rights  to  liberty  and  the  fa¬ 
cial  compaft,  are,  therefore,  imperfedt.  The 
people  of  Great  Britain,  acknowledge  the 
will  of  no  mortal  man.  Becaufe,  they  are 
poffeffed  of  the  property  of  the  country; 
compofe,  by  their  reprefentatives,  a  part  of 
the  legiflature  ;  defray  the  expences  of  go¬ 
vernment  ;  pay  the  army  that  is  employed 
in  their  fervice  ;  and  retain,  inviolably,  the 
excluhve  right  of  taxing  themfelves.  rneii 
moral  and  theoretical  rights  to  liberty  and 
the  focial  compadt,  are,  therefore  clear,  full, 
and  compleatly  perfect. 

But, 


(  +8  ) 

But,  in  tnis  moil:  excellent  fyftem  of  go¬ 
vernment;  as  in  every  government  that  ever 
was,  or  ever  will  be,  there  are  various  de¬ 
grees  of  privilege,  liberty,  and  enjoyment, 
according  to  the  circumftances  and  ftation  of 
men,  under  it.  The  nobility  have  their 
privileges  :  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
have  theirs  :  both  thefe  orders  of  men  have, 
in  this  refpeft,  more  liberty  than  the  reft  of 
their  fellow  fubje&s.  The  honour,  the 
dignity,  the  good  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
commonweal,  require  it.  The  army,  and 
the  navy  are,  on  the  contrary,  under  fevere 
laws.  Both  thefe  orders  of  men  enjoy  al- 
moft  in  every  refpect,  far  lefs  liberty  than 
the  reft  of  the  people.  But  the  neceftities 
of  the  ftate,  and  the  fituation  they  are  placed 
in,  make  it  neceflary ;  in  order  to  fit  them 
for  the  fervice  of  their  country,  as  good  fol- 
cJiers,  and  good  feamen.  In  all  this,  the 
general  jyftem  oi  liberty  is  not  infringed  : 
tne  particular  liberty  of  individuals,  much.— 

I 

In  the  firft  inftance,  more  than  ordinary  li¬ 
berty  is  enjoyed;  becaufe  their  circumftances 

and 
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and  fituation, 'render  it  fit  and  proper.  In  the 
latter  inftance  they  enjoy  as  much  liberty  as 
their  fituation  and  the  public  intereft  can  ad¬ 
mit  of.  The  publick  interefi:,  then,  or,  the 
good  of  the  whole,  is  the  ftandard  of  liberty, 
in  a  free  government.  This  is  the  true  mea- 
fure  and  extent  of  the  focial  compact ,  Not 
that  every  one  lhall  be  equally  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent;  but  that  every  one  fhall  be  as  free 
and  independent,  as  his  circumftances  and 
fituation  will  admit  of,  confidant  with  the 
good  of  the  whole. 

Let  us  apply  rwhat  has  been  fdid  to  the  colonies . 

0 

•  It  may  be  faid,  the  Americans  are  the  off> 
fpring  and  children  of  Britain ;  that  they  are, 
likewile,  poflefled  of  property,  the  efficient 
caufe  of  power  and  dominion  ;  and  that  they 
are,  therefore,  morally  and  naturally  intitled 
to  all  the  liberty,  rights,  and  privileges  of 
Britons ;  and  of  confequence,  they  ought, 
in  order  to  have  their  property  in  America 

taxed  with  their  own  confent,  to  be  repre- 

H  fented. 
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fen  ted,  from  America,  in  the  Britifli  parlia¬ 
ment. —  I  anfvver  —  They  are  intitled  to  all 
the  liberty,  rights,  and  privileges  of  Britons  ; 
but  to  no  reprefen tation  from  America.  Be- 
caufe  (not  to  repeat  what  has  been  formerly 
obferved,  that,  as  Britons,  and  the  fubjedts 
of  Britain,  they  are  already  reprefented)  fuch 
a  reprefentation,  were  it  complied  with,  mufl, 
to  anfwer  the  purpofe  intended,  be  made 
adequate  to  the  numbers  of  the  people,  or 
the  value  of  the  property  pofTefTed  by  them, 
in  America ;  which  would  make  fuch  an  in¬ 
novation  upon  the  legiflature,  and  render  the 

*  «» 

Houfe  of  Commons  fuch  a  numerous,  tu¬ 
multuous,  unweildy,  and  unmanagable  body, 
as  might  give  an  opportunity  to  a  powerful 
fadlion,  to  overfet  the  throne ;  or,  to  a  bold 
and  able  minifter,  to  enflave  the  people. 

Secondly,  The  increafe  of  numbers,  and 
the  occupation  and  cultivation  of  new  lands, 
would  lay  a  foundation  of  equal  right,  for 
the  fame  claim  of  reprefentation,  at  leaf! 
every  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ;  which  is 
the  time  allowed,  in  which  the  Americans 

may 
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may  double  their  population.  This  repre¬ 
sentation  of  America  would,  therefore,  in  a 
very  Ihort  time,  overbalance  the  national  re- 
prefentation  of  Great  Britain ;  the  intereft 
of  America  would  preponderate ;  and  that 
of  the  mother  country  would  be  loft. 

Thirdly,  The  inftitution  of  fuch  a  repre¬ 
sentation  from  the  colonies  would  give  rife, 
upon  the  fame  bottom  of  right,  to  the  fame 
claims  from  many  fair  towns  and  diftridts  in 
Britain.  —  All  which,  taken  into  one  view, 
muft  appear  to  occailon  fuch  tumult,  dil'or- 
der,  and  anarchy,  as  would  neceftarily  dif- 
folve  the  conftitution  ;  and  give  rife  to  fome 
new  kind  of  government,  fatal,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  to  Britain. 

This  claim  of  representation,  therefore, 
had  it  any  real  exiftence,  muft  yield  to  the 
good  of  the  whole;  that  is,  to  the  good  and 
intereft  of  Great  Britain;  which  is  the  ftand- 
ard  and  criterian  of  liberty  and  juftice,  with 
her,  in  refpedt  of  herfelf,  and  of  her  conduct 
towards  all  her  children. 

Again,  the  diftance  of  America  from  Great 

H  2  Britain 
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Britain  and  the  vaft  extent  of  the  country  it- 
felf,  renders  it  incapable  of  being  kept  and 

’  4 

governed  by  Great  Britain,  in  any  other  form 
or  manner,  than  that  of  a  province.  — The 
people  born  there,  have  an  affedtion  for  the 
foil.  They  are  poflefled  of  it.  They  acknow- 
ledge  it  for  their  country.  Their  firft  and 
ultimate  hopes  and  fears,  are,  about  its  prof- 
perity,  or  misfortune.  And  every  other 
country  and  people,  even  the  mother  coun- 

t  "  ,  .  ,■  -  '•*  r  ' 

try,  occupy  but  a  fecond  place  in  their  con¬ 
sideration,  In  this  Situation,  then,  to  grant 
them  the  privilege  of  taxing  themfelves, 
with  refpedt  to  the  aids  and  fupplies  to  be 
furnithed  to  the  mother  country ;  or,  of  le¬ 
vying  them  •,  is  to  eftablifh  the  Solid  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  national  and  independent  govern¬ 
ment,  For,  as  already  obferved,  the  mother 
country,  by  this  very  call  in  her  constitution, 
is  rendered  free,  and  kept  independent  of 
the  crown  y  therefore  they,  by  this  concef- 
lion,  like  caufes  producing  like  effedts,  will 
neceffarily  become  free  and  independent  ot 
Great  Britain.  They  will  be  the  judges  of 

her 
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her  neceffities  j  they  will  judge  of  them  ae 
cording  to  their  own  conveniency  and  in. 
tereft. '  And  {he,  from  being  the  mother  and 

f  *  «  *• 

miftrefs  pf  her  colonies,  will  become  the 

humble  fervant  and  fuppliant  of  another  na- 

•  *  >  * 

tionf  This  would  be  effectually  to  deftroy 
the  fociai  compaCt,  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  colonies.  All  that  the, l'o- 
cial  compad  requires,  in  the  utmoft  extent ; 
and  all  that  can  be  given,  confiftent  with 
the  fovereignty,  the  profperity  and  happinefs 
of  the  people  and  ffate  of  Great  Britain,  is, 
that  the  colonies  may  enjoy  as  much  free¬ 
dom,  liberty,  and  independency,  as  their  fi- 
tuation  will  admit  of,  as  fubjeCts  and  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Great  Britain.  This  relation  muff 
be  conftantly  kept  in  view.  This  is  the 
great  public  good,  to  which  every  thing  op- 
pofing  it,  muff  give  way. 

The  refufing  to  the  colonies  the  privilege 
of  taxing  themfelves,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
aids  and  fupplies  to  be  furnifhed  to  Great 
Britain,  or,  of  levying  them ;  will  have  this 

neceffary 
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neceflary  good  eflfeCt.  It  will  turn  the  at¬ 
tention  of  men  of  profperity  in  America,  to¬ 
wards  their  original  country.  It  will  induce 
them  to  invert  fome  part  of  their  riches,  in 
purchafes  to  be  made  in  Britain.  It 
will  invite  their  rertdence  in  it,  for 
fome  part  of  their  time,  as  the  proper  rtage 
where  they  can  figure  to  the  bert  advantage, 
by  becoming  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  ;  and  thereby  ferving  America  in  its 
moft  important  interefts.  This  refidence 
will  recall,  in  part,  their  affections  to  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and  bind  farter,  that  mutual  connec¬ 
tion  and  intereft  that  ought  to  be  ever  cul¬ 
tivated  between  her  and  her  provinces ;  and 
which,  from  their  prefent  continual  refidence 
in  America,  is  difiipated  and  loft.  It  may 
even,  perhaps,  appear  highly  conducive  to 
the  fixing  of  this  mutual  connection  and  in¬ 
tereft,  and  preferving  the  allegiance  of  the 
provinces  j  to  oblige,  by  law,  every  pro¬ 
prietor  of  America,  to  be  poflefied  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  ffiare  of  property  in  Great  Britain.  — 

The 
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The  cultivating  of  the  fciences  to  the  higheft 
perfection  in  America,  may,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  appear  not  fo  defervingof  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  Great  Britain,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done  ;  in  order,  that  fomething  may  be  left 
wanting,  to  induce  their  young  men  of  for¬ 
tune,  to  finifli  their  education  in  the  mother 
country. 

Affertions,  that  “  Great  Britain  has  no 
“  right  to  put  her  hands  into  the  purfes  of 
*f  the  provinces  of  America;  to  alter  their 
“  mode  of  trials ;  or  tyrannically  erafe  the 
“  barrier  of  their  liberty;  invaluable,  and, 
“  to  be  hoped,  immortal  juries,”  may  be 
fully  and  effectually  replied  to,  upon  this 
pure,  perfect,  and  eternal  principle.  That 
the  intereft  of  a  part,  ought  to  give  way  to 
the  intereft  of  the  whole  —  Great  Britain  is 
that  whole ;  and  her  colonies,  did  they  con- 
fift  of  a  hundred  millions,  are,  when  figured 
out  as  oppofed  to  her,  but  that  part.  — -  If 
the  colonies  tax  themfelves,  in  their  fupplies 
to  Great  Britain,  the  connection  is  loft  ;  they 
become  independent  of  their  fovercign  coun¬ 
try. 
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try,  and  form  a  feparate  nation,  by  theirt* 
felves.  This  is  the  intereft  of  the  part,  tak¬ 
ing  place  of  the  whole.  If  Great  Britain 
tax  them,  they  are  taxed  as  the  people  and 
fubiedts  of  Great  Britain,  and  remain  con¬ 
nected  with  her,  and  dependent  upon  her. 
This  is  the  intereft  of  the  whole,  taking 
place  of  the  intereft  of  the  part.  Therefore, 
Great  Britain  has  a  right,  in  her  fovereign 
and  legiflative  capacity,  to  put  her  hands 
into  the  purfes  of  the  people  and  fubjedfs  of 
America.  The  not  making  ufe  of  juries  in 
the  mode  of  trials  and  complaints,  arifing 
upon  any  tax  to  be  impoled  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  is  equally  juft.  If  through  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  paffions  of  the  people,  the  ver- 
didts  of  juries  fhould  prove  the  medium  to 
be  made  ufe  of,  for  defeating  the  levying  of 
the  tax ;  which,  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of 
America  as  a  province,  would  certainly  be 
the  cafe.  Nor  are  the  people  there,  by  fuch 
mode  of  trials,  brought  nearer  to  tyranny,  or 
removed  further  from  the  benefit  of  immor¬ 
tal  luries,  than  the  people  of  Great  Britain  j 

who. 
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who,  in  cafes  relative  to  the  revenue,  arc 

fubjedt  to  the  deci  lion  of  judges,  without  the 
affiftance  of  juries. 

t 

The  barriers  of  their  liberty  remain  ne~ 


verthelefs  intire.  The  iovereign  fountain  of 


juftice  is  always  open  to  them  at  home, 

•>  t  * 

by  appeals.  They  make  their  own  laws,  in 
their  corporate  aflemblies,  for  regulating 
their  internal  police;  and  in  every  queftion 
of  private  property,  they  enjoy,  as  they 
ought,  immortal  juries  ;  and  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Britons  there,  and  every 
where  elfe;  and  Great  Britain  cannot  injure  or 
hurt  them,  without  differing  along  with  them. 

1  beg  leave  then  to  fay,  that.  North  Ame¬ 
rica  muft  be  governed  as  a  province,  if  Great 
Britain  be  inclined  to  govern  her  at  all :  and 
a  military  force  mud  be  made  ufe  of,  as  well 
to  fecure  her  obedience,  as  to  altcrd  ner  pro¬ 
tection.  As  a  means  to  governing  well,  and 


towards  promoting  her  intereff  to  the  be  ft 
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idvantage  ;  it  may,  perhaps, .  appear  not  in¬ 
expedient,  to  admit  a  deputation  from  her 

in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,,  But  that  this 
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deputation  may  have  no  appearance  what- 
foever  of  a  reprefentation,  and  to  avoid  the 
confufion  arifing  from  too  great  a  number  of 
deputies ;  it  may  perhaps,  on  refledion,  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  more  for  the  public  fervice  to 
have  but  one  deputy  eleded  or  chofen  from 
three  colonies,  than  two  deputies,  or  one  de- 
puty,  from  each  colony ;  and  to  have  all 
thefe  deputies,  fo  chofen  for  the  refpedive 
circles  of  America,  reftrided  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  already  mentioned  in  the  firft  of  thefe 
letters.  This  meafure  would  not  only  ef- 

fedually  prevent  any  idea  of  reprefentation  ; 

/ 

but  would  give  all  the  aflurance  and  fatis- 
fadion  that  reafon  and  juftice  could  demand 
©n  the  part  of  America,  that  the  legiflature 
of  Great  Britain  would  be  truly  and  fully 
informed  of  whatever  was  necelfary  to  be 
known  for  her  fervice. 

To  conclude,  I  confider  America  as  a 
field  of  adventure  belonging  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  fitted  to  the  genius,  indufiry,  and  en- 
terprize,  of  her  people ;  and  left  open  to 
their  choice,  to  labour  there,  or  not  •,  and  to 
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remain  there,  or  return  from  their  purfuit* 
after  wealth  and  riches,  at  their  pleafure. 
Thefe  terms  of  free  election,  are  infinitely 
removed  from  flavery.-— Whil  ethey  remain 
there,  they  muft  in  every  thing  be  kept 
fubjedt  and  obedient  to  the  lords  of  the 
field, that  is,  to  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain.  For,  otherwife,  the  field,  and  all 
the  advantages  arifing  from  it,  will  be  loft. 
What  inconveniences  they  fuffer,  or  think 
they  fuffer,  from  a  tenor  of  government  ne- 
ceffary  for  this  purpoie,  they  fuffer  volun¬ 
tarily  ;  as  they  may  always  leave  it  at  their 
pleafure,  and  return  to  their  original  coun¬ 
try.  In  this  relpedt  they  have  not  fo  much 
leafon  to  complain,  as  thofe  who  adopt  the 
martial  life,  by  land,  or  tea  :  it  is  jy.Y'adt  of 
choice  in  both  ;  but  the  former  m>.vy  change 
their  fituation  at  their  own  election,  the  lat-  ' 
ter  muft  have  fpecial  permifiion  for  doing 
it.  The  intereft  and  good  of  the  whole  ren¬ 
ders  it  neceffary  in  both  cafes  :  and  this  rea- 
fon  is  final. 

America  is,  in  another  point  of  view, 

like 
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like  a  young  man  growing  up  into  his 
ftrength.  By  good  difcipline  and  careful 
management ;  he  becomes  an  honour,  an 
ornament,  and  an  addition  of  ftrength  and. 
fecurity  to  his  family.  By  being  negleded 
and  permitted  to  follow  every  humour,  and 
]ge  every  pallion,  without  controul ;  he 
^loofes;.  his  natural,  focial  and  filial  affedions; 
confiders  himfelf  as  the  foie  and  only  objed 
of  his  concern  j  gives  vent  to  every  froward 
paffioii,  and  promotes  his  own  fingle  and 
partial  intereft,  in  oppofition  to:  every  ge¬ 
nerous,  laudable,  and  public  confideration ; 
and  becomes,  at  length,  the  fhame,  the 
fcourge,  perhaps,  the  ruin  of  his  family. 

Here,  let  us  drop  the  curtain.  In  a  fu¬ 
ture  t;jnc  .ore  difpaffionate  judges  than 
thofe  of  ^ay>  wil1  pronounce  deciflive- 
\y  upon  the  prefent  drama,  and  the  pre.ei.t 
adors  :  and  the  felicity,  or  misfortune  of 
Great  Britain,  attending  upon  the  iequel  of 
the  piece,  will  procure  to  them  in  another 
are,  immortal  honour  :  or,  eternal  difgrace. 


I  am. 


■^c.- 


Wv 


I (*<**«  '  ■ 


•  :.-V;  ■ 

■  4j-  ./ *•  v.'  Va5» 4iV ,  .;• 

•  1  '  1  -•  ■  *e-  \  ••  i 


